


By Abul-Harith ath-Thaghri 


Allah & said, “Indeed, in the creation of the heav- 
ens and the earth and the alternation of the night and 
the day are signs for those of understanding, those 
who remember Allah while standing or sitting or ly- 
ing on their sides and give thought to the creation of 
the heavens and the earth, saying, ‘Our Lord, You did 
not create this aimlessly; exalted are You [above such 
a thing]; then protect us from the punishment of the 
Fire” (Al ‘Imran 190-191).! 

‘Amir Ibn ‘Abd Qays & 
one, two, and three of he companions of Muham- 
& say, “The light of sia is contemplation.” It 
was also said to al-Awzai 3, “What is the ultimate 
contemplation of these STA a verses?” 
He responded, “To read them with comprehension.” 
Umm ad-Darda & was asked, “What was the best 
worship practiced by Abud-Darda?” She responded, 
“Contemplation and heeding examples.” And both 


», said, “I heard more than 








mad 


y 





1 There are many verses in the Quran in which Allah & calls 
His slaves to reflect on the creation. See, for example, ar-Rad 
2-4, an-Nahl 3-18 and 65-69, ar-Rum 8 and 18-27, al-Jathiyah 
12-13, al-Ghashiyah 17-20, Fussilat 53, adh-Dhariyat 20-23. 


Ae 


Ibn ‘Abbas and Abud-Darda #& said, “Contemplation 
for an hour is better than spending a night in prayer” 
(Ad-Durr al-Manthur). 

It was a very cold day on ribat (frontier guarding) 
near the Layramun industrial zone during the winter 
sometime between late “2012” and early “2013.” 
was my shift and I was shivering as I sat on a rock 
at my post. Using night vision goggles, I monitored 
for any Nusayri troop movement that might advance 
upon us from the direction of Khalidiyyah. Suddenly 
something moved nearby, less than two meters away. 
It grabbed my attention, distracting me. I noticed 
it was a cat, cold like myself. It observed me for a 
few seconds as I observed it. It appeared to consider 
whether or not I was an aggressive or compassionate 
soul, then advanced towards me, leaped on my lap, 
and began purring. The whole ordeal led me to reflect 
more. It was a creature, with a soul, able to observe 
another creature, with a soul, and then determine if 
the other creature would be welcoming or not, and 
finally decide to take the risk of intruding upon 
this other creature’s lap for the sake of comfort and 
warmth. How great is He who created both of these 





creatures and facilitated for them a means of commu- 
nication not fathomable by either of them! 

It was a moment of reflection like no other, a bless- 
ing from Allah &. After my shift was over, I rushed to 
speak about it with another murabit, Abul-Muthanna 
as-Sumali? @%. For several months together, we had 
both been in the ranks of the Islamic State, then oper- 
ating in the Levant under the name “Jabhat an-Nus- 
rah.” I told him about the experience with the cat and 
he smiled, appreciating Allah’s signs in His creation. 





2 Abul-Muthanna as-Sumali (Ali Dirie) was a man of great 
character and worship. After being imprisoned by the Crusaders 
for seven years, he was able to flee Canada despite being banned 
from travel. He planned, strove, and relied upon Allah alone, 
until he arrived in the Levant. When I first met him, he would 
regularly read from the same mushaf that had accompanied him 
in his Canadian prison cell. Upon the official expansion of the 
Islamic State to the Levant, he rushed to revive the Muslim Ja- 
ma’ah through his bay’ah. He was not affected by the doubts of 
the jihad claimants and remained firm upon his covenant. Sev- 
eral weeks later, he had a dream in which the Hur (the maidens 
of Paradise) gave him glad tidings of martyrdom on a specific 
date (one which I have forgotten). A week before his martyrdom, 
several of our friends decided to go shopping for new military 
attire. He told them he wouldn't be going with them, because he 
was expecting martyrdom soon, and narrated to them his dream. 
When that day arrived, it happened that all Islamic State soldiers 
were placed on alert due to sudden advances of the Nusayri army 
and their Rafidi allies on the frontlines near Kafar Hamrah (in 
the northern Aleppo countryside). Abul-Muthanna rushed to 
battle and advanced in the direction of the enemy, fighting, until 
he was severely wounded, bleeding until he surrendered his soul 
to his Lord. Due to the intensity of enemy fire, it was not possi- 
ble to extract his body from the forward position he had reached. 


May Allah accept him and add the blessing of caliphate we enjoy 
today to the scroll of his good deeds and that of all other martyrs. 


‘The conversation led us to reflect more upon others of 
Allah’s signs, even expressing our good assumptions on 
the revival of the caliphate with the continuation of ji- 
had in the Levant, by Allah’s permission. Abul-Muth- 
anna later went on his ribat shift, observing the same 
cat and looking out for any potential Nusayri soldiers. 

I dont remember now if it was then or some- 
time shortly before, when I had sat at our base near 
Aleppo and penned a list of different signs in Allah's 
creation to contemplate while on ribat. I later asked 
Abul-Muthanna if hed like me to share the list with 
him. He was very encouraging. So I read to him dif- 
ferent items on it and he would comment on how 
they were undoubtedly from Allah’s many signs mani- 
festing His wisdom, knowledge, greatness, power, and 
mercy, as well as His constant support for Islam and 
the Muslims. It was an invigorating conversation of 
faith, one which was difficult to hold in the West, as 
the Muslim would find himself a stranger amongst 
the herds who had been westernized by the Murtadd 
Brotherhood. 

Here, I’ll mention briefly some of the signs we had 
discussed. But before doing so, let me present an ex- 
ample for the atheists and agnostics of the West who 
will probably read these words, those odd disbelievers 
who arrogantly deny Allah and haughtily resist the 
testimony of their very own fitrah (natural human 
disposition), which Allah instilled in them. Allah & 
said, “And it is He who begins creation; then He re- 
peats it, and that would be easier for Him. His is the 
sublime example in the heavens and earth. And He is 
the Exalted in Might, the Wise” (Ar-Rum 27-28). In 


these verses, Allah & teaches us what the “sublime ex- 





ample” is. When the pagans doubted Allah's ability to 
resurrect the dead, He explained to them that if there 
were any difficulty in recreating the living, it would 
not be more difficult than creating them initially after 
their former condition of nonexistence. The example 
I'd like to present to the denying disbelievers is the 
following: 

Imagine yourself — O denier — sitting before a sleek 
supercomputer designed to manage an advanced fac- 
tory producing suitcase-sized hydrogen bombs. The 
raw materials are brought to the production line and 
assembled by intricate androids in a uniformly pre- 
cise fashion. While you are goofing off playing video 
games on the supercomputer, someone sends you a 
message saying that your computer — both its hard- 
ware and software — as well as the factory, its produc- 
tion line, its androids, the raw materials, the video 
game, the message, its author, and even you yourself 
were the result of distinct, chaotic events resulting in 
your mouse-clicking inside this meticulously ordered 
factory! The fitrah does not accept such an argument, 
and yet the atheist claims it! 

Anyhow, amongst what Abul-Muthanna and I 
discussed was the physical attraction and emotional 
longing Allah placed in the hearts of men for wom- 
en and the hearts of women for men. Unlike hunger, 
the life of the individual man is not dependent on 
this yearning. And yet he constantly longs for another 


soul. Allah said, “And of His signs is that He cre- 





ARTICLE 





ated for you from yourselves spouses, that you may 
find tranquility in them; and He placed between you 


affection and mercy. Indeed in that are signs for a 
people who give thought” (Ar-Rum 21). This attrac- 
tion drives the individual to seek a spouse, resulting 
in generation after generation of men. The attraction 
between the spouses is something full of wisdom, and 
yet the arrogant denier considers this phenomenon to 
be the result of chaos. 

The attraction between the spouses is dependent 
on many factors, including the senses, most import- 
ant of which are sight, smell, touch, hearing, and the 
heart. Each of these senses is a sign in and of itself. The 
eye, for example, is a complex organ whose smallest 
blocks are the subatomic particles forming the various 
cells and tissues of the organ. Each cell is tasked with 
its role in the optical system. Light is perceived by the 
eye and its details are passed on to the brain through 
a sophisticated channel fit to carry visual information. 
‘Thereby, the spouses see each other, and this leads to 
the formation of feelings within the heart. And yet the 
denier claims the eye and the emotions it breeds are 
the result of chaos! 

The heart is another sign, linked heavily to the 
tongue. Unlike other living beings, man is the most 
capable of eloquently conveying the content of his 
heart. He is even able to convey otherwise, deceiving 
and betraying others, as is the character of hypocrites. 
Man's ability to speak is so immense, he is capable 


of writing poetry and prose, fiction and non-fiction, 


spending hours upon hours in these regards, produc- 
ing sentences from his heart with great meaning and 
emotion. Allah & said, “Recite, and your Lord is the 
most Generous — Who taught by the pen, taught man 
that which he knew not” (Al-‘Alag 3-5). Even the var- 
ious languages man speaks are a sign. Allah said, 
“And of His signs is the creation of the heavens and 
the earth and the diversity of your languages and your 
colors. Indeed in that are signs for those of knowl- 
edge” (Ar-Rum 22). Thus, the diversity found in the 
tongues of men — from the Click languages of Africa 
to the Semitic languages of the Middle East — are a 
great sign to contemplate. A child might learn Ara- 
bic growing up and speak it for much of his youth, 
and later study another language — Hebrew, Persian, 
English, etc. — to spy on enemy communications or 
execute operations on enemy ground. He might write 
eloquent prose in his new language as he had done in 
his own mother tongue, to call the Jews, Christians, 
and other disbelievers to Islam. He could even con- 
struct his own language to encrypt communication 
back and forth between himself and the Islamic State 
foreign operations leadership before executing his at- 
tack against surveyed targets. These inborn skills are 
found in no other creature besides man. How great is 
his Fashioner! 


The husband and his wife may then have a child, 


the result of the composite attraction between the 


two, a mystery instilled in them by their Creator. The 
child is born with a number of signs in him, which 
only a few amongst mankind reflect upon. One of 
these signs is the mercy placed in the hearts of the par- 
ents towards this creature who insists on preventing 
them from sleep night after night. His small, fragile 
condition observed through their sight and hearing is 
one of many reasons behind this mercy. But why is it 
that the child of man is not born a mini-sized adult 
— with a birth weight of 3 kilograms, but with a mus- 
tache, a beard, and the remaining facial features of an 
adult? The innocence in his eyes would not be as per- 
ceivable by his parents. ‘The cuteness in his smile and 
laugh triggering the many sensations of happiness in 
the hearts of both his parents would not truly be there 
with the absence of his baby fat and chubby cheeks. 
And again, he is born almost blind, but as he grows, 
his eyes develop and allow him to perceive the faces 
of his parents and understand when they are playing 
with him and know that they love him. His hearing 
allows him to grow and speak like his parents do and 
speak in other languages like the parents of other chil- 
dren do, and thereafter possibly compete with those 
poets who preceded him throughout history. 

When man is hungry, he goes to the market to 
buy meat, fruits, vegetables, and grains, all of which 
are present for him on a planet whose environment 
is seamlessly fit for his existence and that of his food. 
There is no permanent night, nor day, nor rain, nor 
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drought. Allah $ said, “Say, ‘Have you considered if 
Allah should make for you the night continuous until 
the Day of Resurrection, what god other than Allah 
could bring you light? Then will you not hear? Say, 
‘Have you considered if Allah should make for you 
the day continuous until the Day of Resurrection, 
what god other than Allah could bring you a night in 
which you may rest? Then will you not see? And out 
of His mercy He made for you the night and the day 


that you may rest therein and seek from His bounty 


and that perhaps you will be grateful” (Al-Qasas 71- 





73). He & also said, “And it is He who sends down 
rain from the sky, and We produce thereby the growth 
of all things. We produce from it greenery from which 
We produce grains arranged in layers. And from the 
palm trees — of its emerging fruit are clusters hanging 
low. And We produce gardens of grapevines and olives 
and pomegranates, similar yet varied. Look at each 
of its fruit when it yields and at its ripening. Indeed 
in that are signs for a people who believe” (Al-An’am 
09). 

So man exists on Earth with all that which he needs 
within his grasp. Allah said, “It is He who created 
for you all of that which is on the earth” (Al-Baqa- 
rah 29). He was not left hungry searching for food. 
Rather, he himself is capable of planting and farming 


food, even distributing it as trade. He is also capable 
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of raising livestock and living off its meat and milk. 
All of this is the result of the great intelligence Allah 
placed in him. 

Amongst the creatures man might also utilize for 
food is the honey bee. The bee colony — essentially a 
honey factory — is composed of workers tasked with 
various jobs: cleaners, fanners, foragers, water carriers, 
guards, builders, feeders, attendants, sealers, packers, 
etc., in addition to the queen and the drones. ‘The 
colony would not survive or carry on to other gener- 
ations without each of these roles being filled by a se- 
lect group of bees. The different members of 
the colony all know their responsibilities and 
are able to communicate with each other in 
a language unknown to other creatures. The 
various bees tasked with distinct jobs were 
not the result of chaos, nor is the honey pro- 
duced by these bees and collected by man. 
Allah & said, “And your Lord inspired to 
the bee, “Take for yourself houses among the 
mountains and among the trees and in that 
which man constructs. Then eat from all the 
fruits and follow the ways of your Lord laid 
down for you.’ There emerges from their 
bellies a drink, varying in colors, in which 
there is healing for people. Indeed in that is 
a sign for a people who give thought” (An- 
Nahl 68-69). And yet the disbeliever’s arro- 
gance does not allow him to acknowledge 
these signs! 

Furthermore, man was not left without 
some immunity to the varied poisons, par- 
asites, viruses, and bacteria of Earth. If he 
finds himself sick, his body is able to repel 
many of the illnesses to which he is exposed. His im- 
mune system has the ability to produce white blood 
cells, antibodies, and fever, to repel most intruders. 
His digestive system — consisting of his liver, kidneys, 
gallbladder, and other organs — is also fit to remove 
many toxins that might have contaminated his food, 
never mind the role this system plays in extracting 
from his food the nutrients needed for his survival 
and the production of blood and cells required for 
growth and healing. Thus, generations of man do not 
die out and thereby leave the Earth void of his pres- 
ence. And yet the disbeliever thinks his placement on 
Earth is the result of mere chaos. 

Man, unlike any other, has a desire for what is far 
greater than food and spouse. He is moved by hap- 
piness and sorrow, love and hate, and a longing for 


something greater. All of these emotions also serve 
him in his worship of his Lord. If he is struck by sor- 
row, he turns to his Lord in prayer, asking Him to lift 
the sorrows. If he is affected by happiness, he turns to 
his Lord in thanks. He loves his Lord and loves all that 
his Lord loves. He also hates for his Lord’s sake all that 
which his Lord hates. And there is a thirst in his soul 
for something greater than all that which he sees and 
hears, to be near his Lord in the Heavens. 

Man also has a curiosity that leads him to invent 
things, by his Lord’s permission. He invented the cart, 
the automobile, the airplane, the supercomputer, and 
the hydrogen bomb. ‘These inventions were not the 
result of a man sitting down on a paper scribbling 
randomly. Rather, he sat and reflected day after day to 
invent such constructions. There were those famous 
physicists, chemists, and mathematicians — the sup- 
posed “geniuses” who only reflected upon the uni- 
verse, forgetting its Creator and their duties towards 
Him. ‘These so-called “geniuses” had minds capable of 
observation, analysis, and deduction, that led to the 
most complex machines and sciences of the era, the 
likes of integral calculus, nuclear physics, object-ori- 
ented programming, and the thermonuclear bomb. 
‘These advanced sciences and technologies — which the 
disbeliever claims are the result of chaos — are the basis 
of the hydrogen bomb factory upon whose supercom- 
puter he plays video games. 

The intelligence, memory, and self-recognition of 
man has driven some men to build androids with sup- 
posed artificial “intelligence,” essentially a set of al- 
gorithms implemented in the hardware and software 
of a robotic computer, but one that will never grant 
it the reality of intelligence that man enjoys, nor the 
emotions and the resultant friendship and compan- 
ionship he relishes. Still, these complex constructions 
— according to the disbeliever — are the invention of 
a being whose existence was the result of chaos! How 
much more so are his androids worthy of being at- 
tributed to chaos! 

This creature known as man and his longing for 
something greater split the creation into two camps, 
a camp that utilizes its love and hate in submission to 
its Creator, with faith in His messenger, and another 
camp that utilizes its love and hate in submission to 
its desires, with faith in its doubts. ‘These camps have 
waged war against each other since the time Noah & 
called mankind to worship their Lord alone. The con- 
flict continued until sects of the arrogant camp — sects 
which were scattered before throughout the earth — 


gathered in Palestine despite such a gathering seem- 
ing almost impossible before. Meanwhile, their allies 
gathered in the northern Levant, despite the death 
and destruction they had faced in Iraq and Afghani- 
stan. At the same time, the camp of sincerity gathered 
in the Levant and Iraq and spread to other corners of 
the earth, reviving thereby the Caliphate, which had 
been absent for centuries, since the collapse of the 
Abbasid state. The battle between the Muslims and 
the Jews, between the Muslims and the Romans, and 
the revival of the Caliphate, were all from among the 
signs foretold by the Prophet & 
And yet, the disbeliever doubts! 

Indeed, it is Allah % who prepared the Earth for 
the bloodiest battle before the Hour, to see His slaves 
sweat in spilling their blood and that of His enemies. 





through revelation. 


All the factors were laid down precisely. The Crusad- 
ers and the Jews in the Levant, the Rafidah in Iraq 
and Persia, and the Caliphate in the center. It is the 
clash of encampments — “civilizations” — that many 
saw coming, as it is found in Allah's signs throughout 
history and current events. And yet the denier claims 
that all this is the result of mere chaos! 

To conclude, the denier should contemplate his 
feeble arrogance and contrast it with the many signs 
of his Creator including those found in himself. He 
should repent from his hubris, recognize his Lord and 
submit to Him by following His final messenger, Mu- 
hammad #». As for the Muslim, he should continue 
reflecting upon Allah’s signs, as this is one of the great- 






est acts of worship and among the best means to in- 
crease his faith. And when contemplating the signs of 
Allah, he should also recognize the immense blessings 
and favors they hold. The attraction between a man 
and his spouse that satisfies one’s longing for com- 
panionship and ensures mankind’s continued procre- 
ation, the honey produced by bees and the healing 
properties contained therein, the alternation between 
night and day which allows mankind to both rest and 
seek livelihood, the human being’s complex biological 
makeup which includes the means to fight off sickness 
— all of these are among the signs that contain bless- 
ings from the Lord of the creation. As such, one who 
fails to contemplate Allah's signs will also fail to recog- 
nize and acknowledge many of the favors his Lord has 
bestowed upon him. “And remember when your Lord 
proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, I will surely increase 
you [in favor]; but if you deny, indeed, My punish- 


ment is severe” (Ibrahim 7). 
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